
WHEREAS, the members of the Kanawha County Commission, by this resolution, wish to honor 
and recognize the contributions of The Willy Foundation, founded by the family of the late Willy Shuman, 
who was a role model for other students because of his love of life, positive outlook, compassion and 
determination; and, 

WHEREAS, The Willy Foundation was formed in August 2009 following Willy's death in June 
2009 in an automobile crash, with a mission to motivate, encourage, and support young men and women 
to reach their fullest potential and become leaders in their communities; and, 

WHEREAS, The Willy Foundation has several noble objectives, such as supporting student 
advancement and achievement in education through the use of mentors; Providing financial resources 
and support for young scholars/athletes to achieve individual greatness and to pursue their educational 
and athletic goals with focus on those individuals who overcame significant adversity; Fostering a culture 
of leadership and public service in young men and women and encourage them to become community 
supporters through public service, volunteerism and charity; and Encouraging young men and women to 
make safe and healthy lifestyle decisions; and, 

WHEREAS, Willy's dream was to serve his country by enrolling at the United States Air Force 
Academy, and to play Division I College Tennis at the Academy, through hard work, determination, and a 
positive outlook, and his Foundation is dedicated to continuing his spirit of joy, giving, learning and 
mentorship that is Willy's lasting legacy to us all; and Willy never let a setback to affect his energy and 
resolve to be the best person he could be; and, 

WHEREAS, The Willy Foundation is dedicated tq aiding those young people who embody and 
share Willy's value for building and strengthening the community; and, 

WHEREAS, The Foundation has been active in schools throughout West Virginia in educating 
and advocating the use of seatbelts to help prevent deadly accidents and has supported various 
governmental and civic programs to place reminders about seat belt use on city signs to help increase 
awareness of this critically-important issue that can save countless lives each year; and, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Kanawha County Commission, hereby honors and 
salutes Willy Shuman and decrees he was an outstanding volunteer and community leader, and also 
recognizes, with great distinction, the Willy Foundation for its 4 years of community service aimed at 
helping students reach their full potential academically and athletically, and to better understand and 
develop their community service and community fellowship; and for the Foundation's many 
achievements, and for the Foundation's dedication to helping others, and for promoting excellent 
citizenship and civic leadership, and for the Foundation's efforts in promoting the use of seat belts, and be 
it further resolved that this resolution be presented to Willy Shuman's family in recognition of the good 
works of the Willy Foundation and for the unselfish gift of Willy's family for their time and energy in the 
important cause of improving the lives of their fellow citizens of Kanawha County. 

Presented by the 
Kanawha County Commission 
ted this 23rd day of May, 2013 


